
     We have had an interesting year to say the least!  
Rainfall wise, we are sitting at over 61” not counting 
November or December.  If we only get our averages, 
we will be looking at 70” of rain for this year!  
Although we have been getting consistent rainfall, we 
still need to fill in the gaps since water does not 
accumulate in the soil; it is used by plants, runs off or 
is evaporated.  Watering during dry times in the winter 
is important in avoiding winter damage caused by 
freezing soil temperatures.
     This season we have seen a few consistent issues.  
As mentioned in the round 5 shrub/tree newsletter, 
black twig borer was a constant nuisance this season.  
Many of the magnolia trees have played host to this 
pest.  These pests affect only the outer twigs of the 
branches boring holes inside of the branch to lay eggs. 
The food left behind for the developing young clog up 
the branch causing die back.  Fortunately, this pest 
only focuses on the twigs causing minor damage 
Though it looks bad, the damage done is equivalent to 
a pruning job.  The die back should be removed so old 
damage is not mistaken for new infestations.  During 
our scheduled sprays through the season, we can only 
work to reduce the twig borers’ numbers.  Since the 
twig borers do not ingest the wood, systemic products 

are of little use protecting the trees from damage.  
Controlling these pests is about lucky timing as much 
as anything else since the pest must be present and 
physically contacted by our spray to be controlled.  We
regularly check and treat smaller magnolias for these 
pests but many larger magnolias are simply out of our 
height range.  Keeping your trees properly hydrated 
and physically testing your soil moisture can help keep
them out of stress to begin with and can limit attacks.  
Do not assume that just because we are getting rain 
that your trees are hydrated.  Much of the lighter rains 
never make it down into the soil past the tree canopy.
    Another concern we have started seeing more of this
year was a rise in boxwood blight cases.  Our shrub 
and tree applicators have noted on invoices where we 
have found boxwood blight on clients’ properties.  
This insidious disease is once again on the rise and we 
encourage anyone with boxwoods to examine them 
regularly for the tell tale black lesions that will form 
on the stems of the plant.  We still apply the most 
effective fungicide available, but it is of little help 
once boxwood blight has been introduced on a 
property.  Until our industry finds a successful 
treatment option, removal of infected boxwoods is still
the recommended course of action followed by 
replacement with something other than a boxwood.  
Different types of hollies are good options that will fit 
into most boxwood landscapes with little problem.
     Other than monitoring your winter rainfall and 
addressing the possible need for supplemental 
irrigation when the temperatures allow, your trees and
shrubs will over-winter with only a little help from 
you.
     As far as your fescue turf is concerned, winter 
weeds will begin to develop the last months of each 
year.  The presence of winter weeds is normal in 
fescue since no pre-emergent can be applied to the 
fescue in the fall to allow for overseeding.  What 
weeds the winter freezes do not kill, the first two 
applications of the new year will address.  The fescue 
will begin rapid growth as we move into April.  The 
warm season turfs received a fall application of weed 
control and will again in the first two applications of 
the new year.  While Prestige provides the necessary 
nutrients and pesticides, you need only provide water 
and until spring green up when it is time to scalp and 
aerate your Bermuda turf.  A full scalp down is NOT 
recommended on Zoysia turf but some Zoysia lawns 
may benefit from spring aeration.

Thank you again for your business in 2020!!
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Online Payment Remittance: When utilizing your bank's 
electronic payment system, make checks payable to 
Prestige Shrub & Tree, and use PO Box 1509 Duluth, GA 
30096 as your remittance address.
P  repayments for 2021  :  Some of our clients have 
expressed interest in finding more convenient ways to pay 
for our services.  Anyone can certainly pay ahead in one 
convenient sum.  We take credit cards, personal checks 
online bank checks.  If making a credit card payment for a 
whole year of services, we will gladly waive the processing
fee.  We can also keep your information on file to charge as 
services are rendered, though the processing fee will apply. 
Call our office for details!

Your service will automatically continue for 2021
unless you call to terminate. Some of you may see a
slight increase on future invoices so we may continue
to provide the best programs. We thank you for your
business and are looking forward to the challenge of

keeping your landscape healthy in 2021.


